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“ W h a t  w i l l  s u r v i v e
o f  u s  i s  l o v e ” ,  

w r o t e  P h i l i p  L a r k i n .

W r o n g .

W h a t  w i l l  s u r v i v e  
o f  u s  i s  p l a s t i c ’

~ R o b e r t  M a c f a r l a n e



• Collaborating with Dr. Rob Hale, 

Professor of Marine Science VIMS William & Mary

• The James River as chosen subject due to the

river’s 248-mile journey from

the Blue Ridge Mountains to the Chesapeake Bay

• Creating a book

• Bringing education from scientific research to non-scientists

• Invites people into the plastic pollution discussion in a nonthreatening way



Macro Photography

Plastics and microplastics
Photographed in water that 
was backlit with colored lights

Plastic seems to mimic 
Biological creatures 



P H O T O G R A P H E R :  M A R E K M I Ś  F R O M  W I K I M E D I A  C O M M O N S ,  
T H E  F R E E  M E D I A  R E P O S I T O R

Plastic trash bag 
collected from
The banks of the James River 
mimics a real copepod.
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Scientific name: Makaira speedy bluetangle



Scientific name: Ardea holga razorbeak



Scientific name: Anas sludgepuppy platyrhynchos 

Hampton Sewage Treatment Plant
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E v e r y  p i e c e  o f  o n e - t i m e  u s e  
p l a s t i c  t h a t  i s  r e u s e d ,  k e e p s  i t  

o u t  o f  t h e  l a n d f i l l s

a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .


